CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"     IO3

would be best to observe his method, and make an extract
from six harangues of his against Verres, only still preserv-
ing the form of an oration. I remember a younger brother
of mine, who deceased about two months ago, presented
the world with a speech of Alcibiades against an Athenian
brewer:l Now, I am told for certain, that in those days there
was no ale in Athens j and therefore that speech, or at least
a great part of it, must needs be spurious. The difference
between me and my brother is this; he makes Alcibiades
say a great deal more than he really did, and I make Cicero
say a great deal less.2 This Verres had been the Roman
governor of Sicily for three years; and on return from his
government, the Sicilians entreated Cicero to impeach him
in the Senate, which he accordingly did in several orations,
from whence I have faithfully translated and abstracted that
which follows.

"MY LORDS,3

" A pernicious opinion hath for some time prevailed, not
only at Rome, but among our neighbouring nations, that a
man who has money enough, though he be ever so guilty,
cannot be condemned in this place. But however indus-
triously this opinion be spread, to cast an odium on the
Senate, we have brought before your lordships Caius Verres,
a person, for his life and actions, already condemned by all
men; but as he hopes, and gives out, by the influence of
his wealth, to be here absolved. In condemning this man,

1 "The Whig Examiner" (No. 3, September 28th, 1710) prints a
speech alleged to have been made by Alcibiades in a contest with an
Athenian brewer named Taureas. The allusion was to the West-
minster election, when General Stanhope was opposed by a brewer
named Thomas Cross. "The WTiig Examiner" was written by Addi-
son. Five numbers only were issued (September I4th to October I2th,
1710). "The light and comic style of Addison's parody," notes Scott,
may be compared * * with the fierce, stern, and vindictive tone of Swift's
philippic against the Earl of Wharton, under the name of Verres,"

* "The Medley" (No. n, December nth, 1710) remarks of this
adaptation from Cicero, that the writer "has added more rude reflec-
tions of his own than are to be found in that author, whose only fault
is his falling too much into such reflections." [T. S.]

3 See also Swift's "Short Character," etc. (vol. v., pp. 1-28 of
present edition), and note in loco. [T. S.]